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State Medevac Committee Meeting 

Richmond Marriott West 

Richmond, Virginia 

February 12, 2009  

10:00 a.m. 
 

Members Present: Members Absent: OEMS Staff: Guests & Other Attendees: 

Bruce Edwards, Chair Terry Austin Tim Perkins Greg Brittingham 

Paul Davenport Chris Perkins Wanda Street Louis Seay 

David Poulsen Dr. James Dudley Dr. George Lindbeck Garrett Wymer 

Carol Lee Strickler Jason Hefner Gary Brown Chris Stevenson 

Jonathan Collier  Scott Winston Susan Smith 

Mark Smith  Beth Singer Gregory Jones 

John Bianco  Michael Berg David Trueman 

  Dr. Mark Levine Brian Solada 

   Scott Kunkel 

   Eric Stanley 

   Pokey Harris 

   Randy Abernathy 

   Kim Nash 

   Anita Ashby 

   Allan Belcher 

   Stephen Ausband 

   Dr. Carol Gilbert 

   Peter Martin 

   Darryl Lazar 

   Roberto Possumato 

   Don Childs 

   Shawn Rivard 

   Dr. Lawrence Roberts 

   Dr. Harinder Dhindsa 

    

 
Topic/Subject Discussion Recommendations, Action/Follow-

up; Responsible Person 

Call to order: Meeting was called to order at 10:06 a.m. by Bruce Edwards.    

Introductions: Everyone around the room introduced themselves.  Carol Lee Strickler is the newest committee member.  
She is the consumer member. 

 

Review & Approval of the 

November 12, 2008 minutes : 

Motions were made to approve the last meeting minutes. The minutes were approved as 

submitted. 

Chair Report: Bruce reported that the nominating committee has again nominated him as chair of the Medevac 
Committee.  At tomorrow’s Advisory Board Meeting, the election of all the officers will take place.  The 
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Topic/Subject Discussion Recommendations, Action/Follow-

up; Responsible Person 

next appointment cycle is July. Bruce appointed Carol Lee Strickler as co-chair of the committee. 

OEMS Report: Tim thanked everyone for their attendance today.  He reminded everyone of the email he sent out about 
the closure of the rooftop helipad at MCV.  UVA also had some crane issues.  Tim feels that some good 
discussions came out of the NTSB Webcast last week concerning safety and utilization. 
 
Michael Berg reported that the regulations that OEMS has been working on will be presented to the Board 
of Health at the quarterly meeting to get their approval and continue with the regulatory process.   There 
are two separate regulations – Durable Do Not Resuscitate (DDNR) and EMS Regulations which include 
the Medevac regulation changes.  The regulatory process is not fast.  It normally takes a bill two years to 
be promulgated.  Public hearings are being scheduled throughout the Commonwealth concerning these 
regulations.  One has been scheduled for Saturday, April 4 and another on April 24 in Suffolk.  Others will 
be held in Farmville, Staunton, and Warrenton.  More information will be posted on the OEMS website 
and the Virginia Town Hall.   
 
Gary Brown reported that there are two budget amendments that affect the Office of EMS and they 
include the reduction of funding for the Poison Control Centers by $1,049,691 and to reduce the centers to 
one in lieu of three.   
 
The other amendment redirects the $4-for-Life revenue to the Department of State Police. Gary explained 
that $4 of every DMV registration fee goes to OEMS for five disbursements of the funds; 2% goes to 
Virginia Association of Volunteer Rescue Squads (VAVRS), 10% goes to OEMS for statewide 
symposium, 32% goes to the Rescue Squad Assistance Fund grant program, 30% for ALS & BLS 
training, Emergency Preparedness and other programs, and then 26% goes to localities. During the 2008 
General Assembly, legislature was passed for an additional $.25 which made it $4.25.  The additional $.25 
was to be deposited into the Rescue Squad Assistance fund for certification and recertification training of 
emergency medical services personnel.  The revenue, $1.6 million, will now be used to support med-flight 
operations.  The senate finance has also proposed to transfer $1.50 of the funds to the Virginia Department 
of Treasury. 
 
Another legislative bill proposes that there be two more seats added to the Board of Health and one is 
dedicated to EMS.  Gary applauds Dr. Remley for this. 
 
Scott Winston had an informational item to share which is on the OEMS website.  The Annual Virginia 
Rural Health Summit is being held on March 10-13 in Abingdon at the Southwest Virginia Higher 
Education Center.  OEMS will be holding a Budget Model Workshop on March 10 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
and a Rural EMS Roundtable Discussion on March 11 from 12 noon to 5:30 p.m.  More information can 
be found at http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/OEMS/Files_page/Retention/REMSSummit.pdf. 
 

Please be sure to send safety or 

hazard issues to Tim so that he can 

email the information to the 

committee. 

Medevac Planning Meeting 

Update – Greg Brittingham: 

The planning meeting was held on January 9 at the Richmond Marriott West and was a follow-up meeting 
to the Charlottesville meeting held October 23, 2008.  Next week Greg would like to combine the work 
that was accomplished in the two planning sessions into a strategic planning document.  At the January 
meeting, four work groups were identified as action strategies:  Regulation & Oversight of HEMS, 

 

Greg Brittingham will create a 

Strategic Plan for the committee. 
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Topic/Subject Discussion Recommendations, Action/Follow-

up; Responsible Person 

Technical Communications, Statewide Air/Ground Safety Standards and Utilization Standards.  The 
Safety and Utilization groups have begun working on current issues.  The Technical Communications and 
the Regulation work groups need to be formed today.   
 
Bruce asked everyone how they felt about the planning meetings that were held.  Susan Smith stated that 
she feels empowered and the sessions were good.  Paul Davenport feels that Greg was able to pull all the 
pieces together and brought the committee closer as a group.  He feels that the follow up session really 
summarized everything so that the Medevac committee could move forward in reaching its goals. 
 
Randy Abernathy feels that the committee has made some amazing progress.  He sees that the committee 
is willing to step up and take on some difficult tasks.  He is very impressed at how far the Medevac 
Committee has come. 
 
The following persons have agreed or have been designated to work on the Regulation & Oversight work 
group:  Tim Perkins, Greg Jones, Michael Berg, Maggie McCauley, Terry Austin, Steve Ausband (chair) 
and Darryl Lazar. 
 
The following persons have agreed or have been designated to work on the Technical Communications 
work group:  Pokey Harris, Shawn Rivard, Carol Gilbert, Chris Stevenson, Jamie Embrey, a 
communications committee representative,  David Poulsen, and Louis Seay (chair). 
 
Dr. Lindbeck, State Medical Director, will work with Susan & Anita (chairs) on the Utilization work 
group. 
 
Paul Davenport is the chair of the Safety work group. 

Virginia “WeatherShare” 

Program Development Update 

& Safety Work Group Update 

– Paul Davenport: 

Paul gave a brief overview of what has occurred in the Safety work group.  They held a conference call on 
January 29, 2009.  The items discussed were Automated Weather Observing System (AWOS) & Hospital 
Locations, WeatherSAFE and NTSB recommendations comparing VA Medevac Programs. A handout of 
the PowerPoint presentation was distributed. 
 
AWOS & Hospital Locations – There appears to be five regional areas that are under-served with weather 
AWOS.  The group discussed who to involve and contact about establishing a weather reporting station in 
areas that are not well covered.  The expenses were also discussed. 
 
WeatherSAFE – The program is in the design phase and if anyone is interested in working with the design 
team, please contact Paul.  The group discussed basic functions and design elements.  It also will show 
turndowns and hazards.  A WebEX session will be held on February 18. 
 
NTSB recommendations comparing VA Medevac Programs – Paul recently sent a survey to assess where 
Virginia Medevac systems stood with NTSB recommendations.  The results of the survey were discussed.  
Programs that fly PART 135 on all legs = 54% NO, 46% YES.  Programs that use a formal flight risk 
analysis tool = 38% NO, 62% YES.   Programs that have TAWS installed = 62% NO, 38% YES.  
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Topic/Subject Discussion Recommendations, Action/Follow-

up; Responsible Person 

Programs that use formal flight dispatching procedures with weather reporting = 23% NO, 77% YES. 

Utilization Work Group 

Update – Susan Smith/Anita 

Ashby: 

The HEMS Utilization work group met on January 29th also.  They discussed the situation, background, 
assessment and recommendation of utilization.  A handout of the PowerPoint presentation was distributed. 
 
Situation –   Increased HEMS national accident rate and negative news media.  Increased focus from 
professional industry organizations. Increased focus from OEMS and regional councils.  
 
Background – The background includes evidenced based literature and NTSB hearing February 3-6, 2009 
panel testimony. 
 
Assessment – Key points include program methodologies.  The majority of the VA HEMS programs with 
active UR programs are mostly concerned about over-triage for trauma patients flown directly from the 
scene. 
 
Recommendations – Implement a standardized method of data collection for trauma patients transported 
from the scene and discharged within 24 hours.  Develop and implement an educational plan to address 
appropriate HEMS utilization.  Re-collect data for 2009 to determine if the educational plan was effective.   
 
A timeline was also given for the retrieval & review of data and the results of such data. 
 
This work group will meet with the Medical Direction Committee on April 9. 

 

Other Work Group Updates 

(Communication and 

Regulation): 

None.  

Program Announcements: Carilion Clinic LG, Paul Davenport – They have crane going up and some construction in the area.  A 
hazard alert has been sent through the listserv.  Please use radio contact or go to the airport.  Contact 
communications center before lifting off. 

 

   

New Business: None.  

Old Business: None.  

Public Comment: None.  

Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at approximately 12:45 p.m.  Per Bruce, the next meetings may have to be backed up 
to 9 a.m. if we have full agendas.  More information will be forthcoming if the time changes. 

The next meeting is May 14, 2009. 

 


